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At alegal Town Meeting, duly notified and held at Claremont, in the 
County of Sullivan, on Tuesday the 8th day of March, A. D, 1859, the 
following officers were chosen :— 


Moderator. Ira Colby, 
Charles M. Bingham. Frederick A. Henry. 
_ Town Clerk. Representatives: 
Thomas R.Gowdy.  _ Joshua Colby, 
John A. Winn, 


Selectmen. : Edward D, Baker. 
William Clark, 


VOTE FOR STATE AND COUNTY OFFICERS. 


For Governor. Senator. — 
Ichabod Guoodwin, 487|Jesse Slader. 479 
Asa P. Cate, . 2538. F. Redfield, 259 
Rail-Road Commissioner. Treasurer. 
Adams Twitchell, 486, William P. Smith, > 467 
Frederick Vose, : 253|Paul J, Wheeler, 269 
Representative to Congress. | Register. 
Thomas M, Edwards, . 486! Alexander V, Hitchcock, 475 
_ William Burns, 254) Aaron F. Nettleton, 259 
Councillor. County Commissioner. 
Robert Elwell, - 486 Chester Pike, 475 
Frederick Boyden, 253\Ira M. Clark, 251 
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Town Treasurer. 


Charles M, Bingham, 


Collector of Tazes. 
James W. Bradley. 


Superintending School Committee. 


Ira Colby, Jr, 


Sealer of Weights and Measures. 
George R. Lathe, 


# 


Sealer of Leather. 
Jonathan Miner. 


Fence Viewers. 


Harvey Tolles, 
Leonard P. Fisher, 
Caleb Dean, 


Constables. 
Alfred Burrill, 
E, J, Bowen,. 
0.4); Brown, 
Thomas Kirk, 
Horace A. Perry, 
Henry W. Galpin, 
James W. Bradley. 


Aaaslors. 
Edward L. Goddard, © 
A. Dickinson, 
James Goodwin. 


Surveyors of Lumber. 
Henry Fitch, 
Paul Fitch, 
George W, ’Fiteh, 


Rikirces 3 Wood. 

G. W. Blodgett, 

Sumner Putnam, 

Charles N. Goss, 

N. A. Meader, 

Joseph W. Osgood, 

Daniel S. Bowker, 
Aurelius Dickinson. 
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Pound Keeper. 
Capt. Seth Paul, 


Highway Surveyors. 
Dist. No. 1, Amos A. Smith, 
No, 2; Henry C, Cowles, 
3, James Brickett, 
4, F. A. Henry, 
3 Charles Cotton, 
6, Charles H. Ainaworth, 
7, John Dean, 
8, Abner Stowell. 
9, John Hammond, 
10, Eliada B. Stevens, 
i, Wiliam E. Tutherly, 
12, Edwin Leet, 
13, Francis Whitcomb, 
14, Sylvester P, Reed, 
15, Jacob W. Sanborn, 
| -16, Edmund Dole, 
| ies 38 Jarvis Pike, 
LoS Stephen F, Rossiter, 
19, Winthrop Sargent, 
| 20, Samuel H. Andrews, 
21, L. A. Grannis, | 
22 Caleb Dean, 
23, Wilber F, Howard, 
24, E. W. Moore, 
25, Franklin a 
26, Thomas Kirk, 
27, George Bond, 
28, John. Hi 
"29, William E "Bord, 
Engin 
Sit sa: by the Selectmen. ] 


Chief Engineer. 
Willlam P. Austin. 


Assistant Engineers. 
James P. Brewer, 
G. W. Blodgett, 

Evihu N. Blanchard, 

S. S. Rand, } 
Jonathan Miner... | 
{Orlando Newton 
Ebenezer E, Bailey, 


~~ 


Henry C. Cowles, | Hog Reeves. 
T, D, Kimball. | William B. ditchceock, 
B. P. Gilman, Charles H. Parmelee, 
Edward L. Goddard, _ iJunas White. 
James W, Bradley. 
Overseer of the Poor. 
William Clark, . a 

Voted, Thai the collector of taxes be requested to collect all of the taxes 
of the Town and School District taxes for the sum of seventy-five dollars 
for the year ensuing, 

Voted, To raise the sum required by law flor the support of Schools. 

Voted, To raise the sum of fifteen hundred dollars for the repairs of 
Highways and Bridyes, ol 

Voted, That the School Money be divided as follows :-~Fifty dollars to 
each District, the remainder according to the scholars. 

Voted, To apply the interest of the Literary Fund to the support of 
Schools. 

Voted, To raise the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars for the Legal 
Expenditures of the town the present. year. 

Voted, To pay Engine Men three dollars and fifty cents in addition to 
what they are entitled to by law. ' 

Voted, That the Selectmen appoint a committee to Lease or Deed to 
- the different owners, lands on the Eightieth or Reed Farm so called. 

Voted, That the Selectmen be a committee to look into the feasibility of 
building a Tomb in the New Burying Ground, and report at the next legal 
town meeting, . 

Voted, That the Selectmen permit those having. friends buried in the 
Old Burying Ground to remove their remains to the New Burying Ground. 

Voted, That no Engine belonging to the town, shall be permitted to .be 
carried out of the town, except it be to a fire. bi 

Voted, That the Selectmen be a committee to set suitable Monuments 
on the bounds of the Common, according to the Survey, and are instruc- 
_ ted by the town to remove all ircumbrances therefrom. 

Voted, To accept the reports of the Superintending School Committees. 

Voted, To accept the report of the Chief Engineer. . 

Voted, To accept the report of the Agent for the sale of Spirituous Li- 
quors. 

Voted, That the Selectmen, be instructed to repair the Tuwn House. 
_ Voted, That the Moderator be paid the usual compensation for his ser- 
vices. ; 
Voted, To adjourn. 


TOWN OF CLAREMONT 


FINANCIAL b WBPORT, 


Rene UBmcimgeg Dtarch>a aS, 2SSQo. 


_ The Auditors of the Town beg leave respeeifully to submit the follow 
ing REPORT :— 


The valuation of Real Estate in the Town, including mills and machinery 


is ~ $ 1.268.074.00 
Valuation of Personal Estate, is ! 473,404.00 
830 Polls at $240 00 each, 199,200.00 
Total Valuation, $ 1.940.678.00 


The rate of taxation the present year.is 53 cts. on $100.00 in money, 
and 104 cls, in labor on highways. 


The amount of Taxes assessed as follows, viz :— 


For Schools, as required by law, 8414 00 
Legal Expenses of Town by vote, 3500 00 
County Tax, 1712 27 
State Tax, 1194 90 
Add about 4% par cent. 507 47 
10328 64 
School Houee in District No. 17, , 1568 46 
School House in District No. 15, 36:76 


Highway Tax paid in labor, oie 


RECEIPTS. 


Amount paid into the Treasury, year ending March 2, 1859 : 


Balance in Treasury, March 2, 1858, 315 64 
Borrowed of Claremont Bank, 492 25 
From Town of Sutton, on pauper account, — a es 


Silas E. Noyer, for School Land deed, 2 67 


State, for Liferary Fund, 315 28 
Selectmen, on County Pauper account, 635 75: 
: School Land Rents, 63 40 
A. Burrill, for use of Town House, 21 00 
William Clark, for support of John Reed, 51 00 
P. C, Freeman, Police Justice, ® 31 59. 
Wm. P. Austin, Associate Justice, 9.32 
Reuben Petty, Collector of Taxes, 9025 00 
Thomas R, Gowdy, Liquor Agent, £72.85 
Cash refunded on Pauper account, 8 00 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Or amount paid out of Treasury :— 


J, Richardson, damage by defect in Highway, 100 


For repairing Highways and Bridges, 
Schooling, - 
Ringing Bells ar.d Sextons’ services, 
Support of Poor, 
Temporary Loan & interest !o Claremont Bank, 
Permanent repairs on buildings at Town Farm, 
Abatement of Taxes assessed in 1857, 
Abatement of Taxes assessed in 1858, 
Land damages io L. Perry, ag’t for C. G. Stevens, 
Land dam’s Mrs. Spencer, Tyler heirs and School Dist, 17, 
Land damages to Gilman Densmore, 
Land damages to A. J. Tenny’s heirs ass’d in 1856, 
Building School House in District No. 17, 
Repairing School House in District No. 15, 
INCIDENTAL EPPENSES. 
O..F. R. Waite, for printing Town Warrant, . 6 00 
A. Burrill, labor & repairing fence old burying ground, 8 30 
L. J. Adams, damages by defective highway, 7 73 
J. Barker, repairing fence at Burying Ground, &¢e., 13 62 
W. Clark, trees & setting, !abor new burying ground, 104 27 
L. Harrington, labor or Poor House buildings, 2 50 
J. L. Farwell, interest on note at Claremont Bank, 2 50 
D. 8. Bowker, Committee on District No. 17, 9 00 
W. P. Austin, surveying Common and Highways, 2412 
A. Blodgett, Committee on depot road, 4 00 
R. Breck, damages by defect in highway, i ap 
Wa. Clark to A. Roundy, for running Town line, and J. 
Miner, sealing Weights and Measures, &c. | 29 57 
Wm. Dodge, costs in Liquor Suits, . 7 2.33 
W. P. Austin, 3 boxes for Guns, - 5 00 
A. Dickinson, rent of Selectmen’s Room, 18.75 
00 


$11151, 29 


$588 50 
4131 81 
129 66 
1304 90 © 
500 00 
68 14 
1417 
58-11 
“23 34 
15 01 

5 00 

10 00 
1500 00 
35 00 


. 8383 64 


§ 


Ira Colby, wood and labor on Common, 
S. E, George, serv. as sexton, J. Sievens, Newport, 
N, A. Meader, for Guide Posts, 


7 
1 
2 
I « 
Clarernont M. Co., printing Reports, Rec. Books, &c. 58 50 
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Dudiey, sawing wood, 00 
E. D. Baker, legal advice, 06 
J. Weber, printing Town Warrant, &e., 8 75 
Wm. P. Austin, services as Associate Justice, " 10 00 
A. Burrill, wood and sawing for Town House, 13 31 
R, Petty, expense sending State Tax to Concord, 1 50 
J. Goodwin, Livery bill on invoice of taxes, 1 25 
D. W. Barney, damage by defect in highway, 5 00 
A. B. Williamson, legal advice, 2 00 
Wm. Clark, to Concord, settle with J. Richardson, 4 87 
T. R. Gowdey, for Town Clerk’s sign, , 2 00 
: 450 27 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Wm P. Austin, services as Selectman in 1858, 9 00 
George G. Ide, services as Superintending School Com- 
mi'tee in District No. 17, 20 00 
Mlatihew D. Proctor, services as Superintending School 
Committee in District No. 2, 3 00 
Reuben Petty, services as Collector of Taxes, _.. £5 00 
J. P. Brewer, services as Auditor in 1858, 3 50 
J. Goodwin, services drawing orders, &e., 20 00 
Wm, Clark, services as Overseer of the Poor, 20 00 
J. Goodwin, services as Seleciman, 117 00 
Wm. Clark, services as Seleciman, 117 00 
» Tra Colby, services as Selectman, 72:00 
T. R. Gowdey, services as Towr. Clerk, 47 il 
Oliver Ayer, services as Superin’g Se hool Committee, 90 00 
C, M. Bingham, services as Treas’r and Moderator, 30 00 
623 61 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Engine men balance for services, 1857, 85 15 
Hunneman, 306 fi. Lose, coupling, &e., and freight, 306 33 
Building Reservoir on Terrace, 142 75 
Repairs ‘of Engines, Hose, &c., 123 33 a 
veo 657 56 
Whole amount paid out of Treasury, $ 10115 08. 
Leaving a balance in Treasury of 1036 3 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. ete ee 
Amount of money raised by law, 3414 00 kaw 
Interest on Literary Fund, AQ UBIO S573 


Rent of School Lands and int. on School Land Fund, 183 81 
ee 3895 30 


Deduct for Teachers’ Institute, 68 28 


#4 “ S$ 3827 02 


Which i is divided $40 00 io each district, and the remainder by the 
scholarswhich gives about 2 51 1-6 to each scholar :— 


District. No. Scholars, Am’t. District. No. Schoiars. Am’t. 

1 ey 617 74 11 40 140 48 
Seren WT 64y ef} 3200076 12 21 bx nye B75 
foe ee ne ee Lae ee o 95°26 
4 70 215 83 14 31 PEt? Gy. 
5 “48 160 57 15 133 374 09 
6 25 102 80 16 19 7 72 
7 ~~ 43 148 01 17 270... TAG 22 
8 39 137 96° 18 43 148 O01 
9 55 178 14 ie, 25 102 80 
10 13 72 65 


TOWN FARM, 


Cost of supporting the Poor: 


Am't of property at Town Farm, March, 1858, 4 (482734 
Am’ due for support of Poor, March, 1858, 171,20 
Paid T. B. Fleicher’s salary, ) 250.00 
T. B. Fletcher, for sundry purchases, 190 27 
Rafus Carlton, for grass, 21 00 
Selectmen, for provision, &ce,. for farm, 194 17 
_ to aid poor not on the farm, 629 46 
Interest on cost of farm, 228 00 
Wm. Clark, Overseer of Poor, 20 00 
3031 44 
Cr. as follows: 
Am’t reported due from Petesboro’, not collected, 44 84 
Am’t received for County Pavpers, 635 75 
irom other Towns, 66 64 
due from the County, 37 01 
Personal Property alt Farm, March, 1859, 1539 26 
———— 2323 50 
- 707 94 
Liquor Agenv’s Report for Year ending March I, 1859. 
An’ t of Liquor on hand, Mareh 1, 1859, $415 89 
Am’t of money paid into Treasury, 172 85 
—— 588 74 
Am't of Liquor on hand, March 1, 1859, 375 14 
Showing a net gain to the town of 213 60 


Am’t received for sale of Liquors by Agent from March J, 1858, 
to March 1, 1859, 2076 17 


For sale of Casks, 30 70 
~ 2106 87 
Am’t paid for Liquors, _ 1684 02 
Agent’s Salary, 250 00 
Am’t paid into Town Treasury, ¥%2 85 . 
—— 2106 87 
Assets and Liabilities of the Town. 
Balance in hands of Treastrer, March 2, 1859, ° 1036 21 
Balance due on Tax bill of 1858, 40 29 
Due fiom County, on Pauper account, 37 01 
1113 57 
LIABELITIES. 
Due Schoo! District No. 4, bg? 2s, Os. 74 
Balance Of assets, $09 77 


The Town having appropriated the Literary Fund, now amounting to 
$5273,49 for general purposes, is also liable for the annual interest theron 
for the purposes of Public Schooling,—also for School Lands sold and 
deeded to sundry persons, amounting to $2006,87. 

All whieh is respeetfally submitted. es 

ee EK, L. GODDARD, 
“NMBROSE Cossir. } eer” 


Chie Engineer's Report, 


i have again to report that no fire has. occurred to call into requisition 
the services of the Fire Department the past year—of course we have had 
no practical illustration of the efficiency of it; but IT*have no reason to 
‘doubt that, if needed, it would promptly report itself. ort 

I have the assurance of the Foremen of the companies attached to engines 
Nos. 3 and 4, that their machines and apparatus are in complete order, with 
mearly their complement of men ready for duty at all hours. 

During the past year considerable has been done for the protection of 
the village from the calamity ofa great conflagration. One capacious res- 
ervoir has been constructed on the Terrace, and over 300 feet of first quality 
those has been added for the use of engines and hydrant. We have now 
four reservoirs, all in good order, and full, or nearly so, of water, containing 
from three hundred to four hundred barrels each. We-have two first class 
engines, and two smaller ones—one of which at leastis well adapted for 
use in fire; and not least in importance, though obtained at small expense, 
is the hydrant located near Bailey’s Bleck, and it would be doubtless for 
the interest of the town to add one or two-more in different localities. 

There is danger that ‘from our leng exemption from serious fire, we may 
neglect to avail ourselves of the best means of subduing them, but we ought 
to be the more vigtlant and better prepared. 

The expense of the Department for the past year, as appears from the 
Auditors’ report, is as follows: 


Paid enginemen, balance for services in 1857, $85.15 
For 305 feet hose, freight, &c., . he tae 
Expense of reservyoit oa Terrace, 142.75 
Paioting and repairing engines and incidental expenses, 123.33 
: Total, $657.66 


A hose carriage for the hydrant service is needed, and also a-carriage for 
hooks and ladders, which will probably be procured in due time by those 
who may hereafter have charge of this important interest. 
. Respectfully submitted, _ 
E.L. GODDARD, Chief Engineer. 


Claremont, March 9, 1859. d 


Report 


Of the Superintending School Committee of Claremont, 
FOR THE YVEAR ENDING MARCH, 1859. 


The Superintending School Committee has attended to the duties assigned 
him by the Statute, and submits the following report for the year ending 
March, 1859. ; 

There have been emrpleyed in those districts under his supervision during 
the year, 33 teachers—14 male and 19 female teachers—on an average length 
of school of 13 14-17 weeks each. ‘There are according to the report of the 
seleetmen in town 122] scholars. The past’ year there has been raised by 
tax and otherwise for the support of common schools $3827,02. The 
provision for the education of each of these scholars is $3,14. The whole 
number who have attended school the past year for two weeks or more is 
1065 which is 16 less than the number reported tast year, of these 543 are 
boysand 522 are girls. If we consider all the expense made for those who 
have attended the schools $3,62 1-2 has been expended on each scholar. 

There have been an unusual number of scholars who have not attended the 
school the past year. We have 53 scholars in District No.1, and 40 in No. 
17 who have not attended the public senool. Notwithstanding that, in each 
of these districts a new school has been established and a number of scholars 
attend the public school ‘who never attended before. While Nos. 3, 6,10, 
12, 14,16, report as many scholars in attendance on the schools as there 
are living in the districts. 

We have an unusual number of earnest excellent teachers and aetive in- 
terested schools. Several of the schools have suffered very much from the 
sickness of the scholars. It has been very disturbing to the regularity of the 
classes. But our schools have been verv successful asa whole. There has 
been awakened new interest in the fundamental branches of education. 


= SCHOOLS. 


Dis.No.1. The Primary School, in the school-house in the Summer and 
Fall terms was under the instrection of Miss D. M. Walker of this town, 


and in the Winter under Mrs. S..N. Webster of this town, and a new pri- 


mary school was opened in the old Bank building under the instruction of © 
Miss Walker. This addition of a new school is a very great improvement, © 
_as the schools were so crowded before that it was impossible to do justice to © 
the scholars, and some scholars were kept out of school who now attend. — 
The teachers were very profitable in their labors in Government and instruc- 
‘ion. They govern frum good motives, and their instruction was good. The 
value of the schools was diminished by sickness in the district daring the 
winter. i 
The Grammar School, in Summer and Fall, was taught by Miss J. A. | 
Thorndike of this town, a teacher of more than ordinary promptness and en- _ 
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ergy but. not quite enough stimulating power for the best success in the gov- 
ernment of this school. The school made commendable progress in study. 
In the Winter the Grammar School was under the care of C. H. Long,a 
gentleman who has done good service before as a teacher, but his success in 
this school was not such as to satisfy himor the committee. There was very 
much sickness and other irregularities in the scholars that thwarted his 
efforts to bring the school into order and interest in their studies. The num- 
ber very much diminished and appeared much better at the close than at 
the early partofthe term, This school needs a teacher of uncommon gov-- 
erumental energy and stimulating power to interest the children in their stu- 
dies, and then the best success wil] uot be secured if the scholars are allowed 
to be frequently absent from school. 

Dis. No.3. The Summer schoo! was under the instruction of Miss L. G. 
Thorndike, and was a very excellent schoo] both in government and instruc~ 
tion. it was taughtin the winter by O. B. Way, anew and enthussastic 
teacher, and the school made very good progress. There are a few very 
good scholars in this school. The school house is a very neat and cuitable 
building, but the seats need a slight alteration. The seats are common 
chairs set in iron sockets, and are too high for the smaller scholars—ithe 
Wee ones sheuld either be furnished with crickets, or have the legs short- 
ene 

Dist. No.4. Had three terms, the Summer term was under the instruc- 
tion of Miss E. A. Lewis, an active, stirring teacher, and the school made 
very commendable progress. 

The Fall term was taught by H. G. Ayer, the school appeared well when 
visited both in order and arrangement, but it was not satisfactory to the 
district and was closed prematurely. 

The Winter School was under iL P. Boyd, of Royalton Vt. The School 
did not appear very promising when first visited, but was a successful 
school. Notremarkable for minute accuracy of scholarship he is certainly 
possessed of more than ordinary ability to getalong with scholars and stim- 
ulate them to study. There are several good scholarsthvugh the scholars are 
not generally forward. There has been a great improvement in reading 
within two years. 

The school very much needs a better Scliool House. { believe the district 
has failed to secure one, because they are-not agreed whether to repair the 
present house or build a new one, The building seems too goed to throw 
away, and not good enough to keep. Ifit was noi so good it would be eas- 
ier to build a new one, if it was better all would be satisfied to keep it, but 
being just as it is, the minds of the district are not united, and it has remain~ 
ed unimproved, If the district would make an outlay similar to that of 
No, 7, or 18, the expense would be mote than saved by the time they get 
ready to build. 

Dist. No.5. The Summer School was taught by Miss L. .A Way a well 
qualified teacher, and the schoo] was good, many of the scholars were absent 
when last visited and this was too much the case with it on my last visit in 
_ the winter term. The Winter School was under the instruction of A. M. 

Sperry, who succeeded well, though at one time the schoo! was threatened 

with insubordination, it yielded to treatment and became a good and pleas- 

ant school. 
_ Dist. No.6. Was tanght in Summer by Miss C. S. Sargeant, a new tea- 
cher, but one of the most efficient, and the school corresponded to it. 
“The Winter Schoo! was taught by Miss Jane Labaree of Charlestown, a 


4 


—o~r 


* 


13 


teacher of much experience and great excellence. The School is not a 
“large one bunt one of our best, expecially the older part of it. 

Dist. No 7, This School in Summer was under the instruction of Miss 
[. H. Lewis, a young teacher, but one of promise. There seemed at one 
lime to be a growing opposition to the school, that threatened its termina- 
tion, but the father of the teacher visited the families which sent to school, 
and the tide quickly turned, and she hept the term through, and the. schol- 
ars made tolerable progress. 

The Winter School was under the care of A. Roundy, a gentleman well 
known ia this community as a teacher of much experience. Early in the 
term serious complaints of neglect to hear lessons and other things affecting 
the interests of the school, come to the Committee. The attention ot the 
teacher was directed to three complaints, and with entire frankness all 
ground of complaint was at once removed and the school was a most profita- 
ble one. It is very seldom that so rauch is accomplished as has been accom- 
plished iu the improvement in reading and spelling. This school has been 
very backward in those {wo attainments. There was a want of clearness 
and distinctness of utterance that attention has been directed to before, but 
though not al! corrected now, a very marked attainment has been made that 
will be seen for years. Great proficiency has been made in spelling, and 
in other studies good progress has been made. This district have expended 
about $300, on their house to completely reform, the inside of the house 
and ground, and paint and paper it, so itisa very commodious building for its 
pulpose. 

Disr. No. 8. This is a small school.  [t has a tew good scholars, while 
the majority of them are backward for their age. It was in Summer. taught 
by Miss E. M. Bond,ina mild, lidy like mannner with not quite stimulat- 
ing power enough, but the school appeared very well. The Winter School 
was under the care of Jusius Dartt, of Weathersfield. It hasbeen a very 
excellent schoo], it manifested order, ‘interst, and energy, that are of the most 
gratifying character. The school is wisely prolonged to 18 weeks by g gia- 
tuitously furnishing the teacher with board. 

Dist. No. 9. The Summer School was uncer the care of Miss Helen 


Dean, the order was efficient and the instruction was good, and FE, good © 


progress was made in study. 
' The Winter School wastaught by Geo. W. Bingham, in a manner worthy 
of all praise, very.much_ has been accomplished. It seemed as if every schol- 


ar was Interested in their daily lessons and dillgentiy employed. Some of - 


the most advanced scholars in town afe in this school, and the younger 
and less advanced were not neglected. Special attention was given to drill- 
ing the scholars in reading. 

Dis. No. 10. One term of school only is kept in this districtin ayear. The 
number of scholars is small. The School House is too poor for occupancy 
in the winter, the school ts usually kept inthe fall. This year it was under 
the instruction of Miss M.A. Grannis, She is a mild, gentle teacher, but 
the school was in good order aud made commendable progress. 

Dist. No. Il. The Summer Schoo] was under the instruction of Miss 
S. A. Clark, a teacher of plan and purpose, and the school made real progress 
in reading and epelling, their greatest difficiencies. 

The Winter term was taught by I. M. L. Barton, of ‘Newport. Pie 
school has been about on an average with the other schools in town, in Arith- 
metic, Geography and Grammar, but one of the most backward in reading 
and spelling. This teaeher excited a wondertul enthusiasm in reading. Too 
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much praise can hardly be expressed for the great waking up of the school 
on this important subject.. It was a good school in nearly all respects, and 
pre-eminently good in its awaking influence in rea¢ing and spelling. 

Disg. No. 12. The Summer School was taught by Miss J. M. Jones. 
The same teacher of the Summer-—before., Her efforts were apt, and her 
success was good. I[tisa sinall school but some good scholars in it. 

The Winter School was under the care of C. M. Fletcher of Cornish. 
Fewer of the most advanced scholars attend this winter than Tast, but a few 
of the best are in it. The smaller scholars are not very forward but are 
making commendable progress. No less is done in reading and Spelling 
than in most of the schools, the teacher succeeded uncommonly. well in 
getting along with the scholars. 

Dist. No. 13. This small but excellent school was taught in Summer by 
Miss Sybil M. Patrick, and in Winter by A. A Bennet, of Brattleboro, Vt, 
To the entire satisfiction and gratification of Scholars, Parents, and the Com- 
mittee, 

Disr. No.14, The Simmer School, under the care of Miss Ella Hapgood, 
and the Winterof Wm. H. Chapin, had nothing very marked inits history; 
but diligent effort, and commendable improvement attended the labors of 
the teachers and scholars. Yhe smaller scholars are rather back ward in read- 
ing, notas the fault of these teachers, but it is needful to make an especial ef- 
fort for a succession of termsto rectify it. he first class is a good one in 
Arithmetic. Hit, ¥'6 4 

Dist. No 16. This District had only a Winter term, a few of the schol. 
ars attended the school in Dis. No.6, in Sammer. Tle school is under the 
care of R. M. Neal of Unity. It appeared very well when first visited, but 
after continuing about 8 weeks it was suspended for 4 or 5 weeks in conse- 
quence of the sickness of the scholars. It is now in progress and bas 2or 3 
weeks longer to keep. When last visited it had recently re-commenced 
and none of tle students had been reviewed, and some time had past since 
they had first past over them, sothatthey did not appear to so good advan- 
tage as could have been desired. ; 

Dis. No. 18. This district had a summer and fall term under the care of 
Miss D. G, Sargent—a teacher who has been justly prized forseveral terms 
in No. 1, but succeeded better than usual in this school. It requires a good 
deal of energy to do justice to it, but it was an unusually pleasant and profi- 
table school Jast season. 

The winter school was taught by E.S. Barnes. There was a general 
disposition to good order, but there were some exceptions. These ex- 
ceptions exerted an unhappy influence on others; so that tho’ good instruc- 
tion was imparted and very good progress was made by the scholars gene- 
rally, it was attainment made under difficulties. But after a few left, the 
school went on prosperously and harmonioysly to the close. It was a valu- 
able term of school. ! ; 

_ ODais. No. 19. This school was taught in summer by Miss H. J. Carleton 
_ and in winter by Miss M. A. Grannis. Very satisfactory improvement 
_ was noticed in both terms, 

This ends our hasty review of the schools in town, except in districts No. 

_ 2,15 and 17, which are under the ‘‘ Somersworth Act.’’ 

_ The most marked change in our schools is in reference to spelling and 
_teading. Much complaint has been made that suitable attention was not 
given to spelling, and it has been difficult to awaken an interest in it. At 
the commencement of the winter schools this course was suggested: Omit 


- 


+ 


- 


on 


the definitions in Town's Speller, and define and aim at having the first class- 
es go through the book. This course has been adopted, and an interest 
hitherto unknown has been awakened in the subject. The first classes of 
a majority of the schools have gone through the book, and some have re- 
viewed aconsiderable part of it. : * 

The schoo] in No. 7, in addition to gomg through the book, had a writ- 
ten exercise of 20 words a day on the slate. That in No. 13 went through 
the book, and gave the definitions. A real enthusiastic interest existed in 
many of the schools on this subject. ; it i 

The first classes in many of the schools have gone through Adams s 
Arithmetic, and some have reviewed it. Several have, in addition to this, 
gone nearly through Davies’ Algebra, and can parse respectably. Fewer 
bave gone through any system of Geography. It is desirable to allow 
Smith’s quarto to take the place of all othe1s, except the primary geography. 
In District No. 4 there was a good class in Physical Geography. In No. ll, 
a good class in Physiology. 

S2PUBSsS TP WOOmusSse 


No change has been recommended in text books for two years. In the 
reading books, in the opinion of this committee. no one series of reading 
books possesses all the excellencies. None of them are so good that a poor 
teacher can make good readers, and none so poor as to prevent good reading. 
to be attained by a good teacher. Itis attended with a good deal of expense, 
and as all will not change at once, any change introduces a multiplicity of 
books and classes in a school, which is a great evil. 

Changes need to be made as often as the scholars become familiar with 
their books, or their interest will cease. And when a class 1s to be furnish- 
ed with new books, they may as well take a new series as an old one. 

So that the proper time to make changes is when the series has been so 
long in school that a set of scholars have become familiar with them. 

It would add much to the attainment of the scholars in spelling and read - 
ing if they could only be furnished with a commodious dictionary like the 
small one of Worcester. If early in life, when they hesivated as to the spell- 
ing-a word or as toits meaning, they at once look it out. It would be a 
habit that would contribute very much to correctness of spelling and the 
right understanding of what they read. | . 

All which is respectfully submitted. ) 
OLIVER AYER, 
Superintending School. Committee of Claremont. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 


On the following page will be found a Statistical Table- relating: to the | 


District Schools of Claremont, for the year ending March, 1859. > _ 
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REPORT 
Of the Superintending Committee for district Ne. 17, 
For the year ending March 8, 1859, 


“9 


The Superintending School Committee of district No. 17, submit the follow- 
ing, as their report tor the yearending with March 1859. 


The School Houses are in better condition thanthey were last year. The 
one onthe Terrace has been put in repair and surrounded with a substantial 
fence, and in the place of the “ Old Brick,” there have been erected two 
beautiful and substantial houses of the same material, but of far more pre- 
posessing appearance and much better adapted to the purpose of education. 
One of these new houses isa located near the south-easiern extremity of the 
district, and is conveniently accessible to a sufficient number of scholars for 
any school designed to be under a single. teacher. Its furnished with desks 
to accommodate upwards of seventy pupils. 

The other new house 1s located on the Bluff, so called, on the south side of 
the river, and commands a view of nearly two thirds of the district. It con- 
tains two school-rooms on the first floor, and over them is @ capacious hal) 
which can be made serviceable in any way the district may see fit to order 
At. ; Te ee 

The rooms are each furnished with about seventy desks, one being used 
for the Grammar School and the other fora Primary school, 

Each of these houses is furnished with a suitable bell; the former ob- 
tained by subscription and the latter at the expense of the district. The Gram- 
raar School room is furnished with a set of Pelton’s outhne Maps, of which, 
jadging by a brier examination, the pupils have made good use during the 
term now just closed, ; : Higiet FF , 

itany one doubts the expediency of building good school houses and fur- 
niahing themin a tasty and even expensive manner, let him Visit one of these . 
new houses, when school is in session, and witness the satisfaction and the 
gratitude depicted on the countenances of the Scholars and the pains they 
take to preserve the beauty of their new apartment and furniture, and his 
doubts will be dispelled. . 

The addition of a new School room has brought with it an increase of one in 
the number of schools in the district, and, during the term while we have had 
four schools, all have been as full ay when there were but three, showing the 
need of the increase which has been made in schoo] accommodation. — In fact, 
there are still more scholars in the district than can find suitable accommoda- 
tion, while no more perfectly graded than they now are, But, with no 
more than four teachers at a time, we have done what we could, and the 
scholars, as a general thing, have made -about the usual degree of progress 
during the year. There have been four schools in session at once only dur- 

‘ag the winter term, and three have been found sufficient, during the remain- 
der of the year. But one of the teachers employed during the year hadtaught | 
in the district before, and but two taught init through the year. ~ 

it is hardly to be expected, under the present state of things, that one teach- 
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ercan be retained in the district for a long succession of years,even when 
that course 1s advisable, but we do deem it desirabie to retain a good tea~ 
cher as long as possible; for, in spite of the laudation usually lavished 
upon teachers in the reports of School Committees, there is nothing harder 
te do than to finda good teacher. Nor will this cease to be the case se long 
as it is so easy for unqualified teachers to find situations, and so hard for 
districts to pay good ones a suitable compensation, Weconsider an incom- 
petent teacher as nothing less than a positive evil. Buta first rate teacher 
cannot be had for the wages of a mere day faborer, nor, since teaching has 
risen to the rank of a profession, and there are so many towns and districts 
who are seeking a permanent relation between themselves and their tea- 
chers, will a thoroughly qualified teacher suffer himself to be forced into an 
unnatural itinerancy in the pursuit of his profession, 
_It isto be hoped that our district will ere Jong be ready for as bold a step 
in advance with reference to teachers as it has taken during the past year 
in reference to school houses. We fear no charge of exaggeration when we 
say that the one step was no more demanded than is the other. Your 
committee have endeavored to attend to the various duties devolved upon 
them as well as they could considering the nature of their own private 
avocations. Ail the new teachers engaged have been examined according 
_ to statute in all the branches of acommon English education. We have 
designed to make each examination thorough, and upon principles, rath- 
er than, with reference to the candidate’s ability to recite lessons by rote 
from the texi book. We wishto be permitted to record our hearty dis- 
approbation of the present statute respecting the employment of teachers, 
whereby one man employs and another examines and the examination 
comes last. We do not know that the law could be improved in its prac- 
tical working, but as it stands, it 1s certainly somewhat embarrassing not 
only to the candidates, but also to both Prudential and Superintending Com- 
mittees. 1 

A complete change has been made during the lastterm in the Reading 
Books of the schools. This change has been fora long time desired by 
many ia the district, and an opportunity occurring for bringing it about at a 
merely nominal expense to the district, the committee did not deem it. best 
to ie it pass unimproved, We think it has already been followed by good 
results.. - 9 : 

Another subject demands at least a passing notice. The committee have 
noticed, for some time, a tendency, especially in the grammer. school, to 
multiply studies and text books—introducing many not required by the 
statute. Following out the opinion expressed in last year’s report, because 
convinced of the necessity of so doing, they have thought best to-order that 
no study nor text book in any study.beyond the common English branches, 

_ should be introduced, so long as the teacher and scholars could be profitably 
and fully occupied upon those fundamental and rudimentary branches. The 
Committee are confirmed in their views of the necessity of this order to 
the well being of the school, by what they have already witnessed in the 
school since the order went into effect. But the Grammar School did not 
suffer alone by the tendency alluded to. It manifested itself in all the 
Primary Schools, in the rapidity with which the pupils got through their 
books, especially their reading books. This hurrying system has been 
discouraged in these smaller schools, but much yet remains to be done in 
the same direction. We found an instance in one school where scholars, 
not yet qualified to read in the second reader, had got nearly through the 
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third in the 6th week ofthe tem. It was painful to hear their attempt at 
reading, and still more painful to think that any motive could induce a 
teacher to suffer such a state of things; and yet, the motive alleged was 
that the parents declined to purchase books costing fifteen cents apiece. 

We are happy to be able to add that the importance of thorough drilling 
in the first beginnings of young readers was well appreciated by the ma- 
jority of our teachers, and that we believe more than usual progress in read- 
ing to have been made in some of the schools, among which was the Gram- 
mar School. ; 

We shall not follow the plan of last year in speaking of the labors of the 
several teachers and the results of their labors in the advancement of their 
pupils, separately, but with the general remark that in those respects the 
schools have been much as usual, will close our report with a statistical sum- 
mary embracing the schools in the aggregate. The whole number of schol- 
ars who have attended school, two weeks or more, in the course of the year 
was two hundred and thirty two. ; 

The number that attended two weeks or more in each of the terms was 
Eighty siz. : : 

The number attending, two weeks or more, in each of two terms, was one 
hundred and forty one. : 

The whole number of scholars attending two weeks or more in the Spring 
term, was one hundred and thirty-three, inthe fall term one hundred and 
thirty-two and inthe winter term one hundred and ninety-nine making an 
aggregate of four hundred and sixty four, or an average of one hundred and 
fifty-five for the whole year. 

Different members of the Superintending Committee have made about for- 
ty visits to the schools, and other persons have made four hundred and eigh- 


ty. 

"The precise number of absences and tardinesses is not known to the 
committee. Strong efforts have been made both by the committee and the 
teachers to reduce the number, but it has been very much too great,and more 
strenuous efforts ought immediately to be made to abate so great an evil. 

All which, is respectfully submitted. 


GEO. G. IDE, Superintending Committee of 
S. PUTNAM, District No. 17, for the year 
M. C. McCLURE, ending March, 1859. 
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REPORT 


Of the Superintending School Committee of Dist. No. 2, in Claremont. 
: For the year ending March, 1859. 


The Superintending Schoo] Committee of District No. 2, offer the follow- 
ing Report: _ < 

The school buildings and property remain the same as last year. The 
school has been kept in three terms. A summer term of six weeks, com- 
mencing May 10th; a fali term of ten weeks, commencing Aug. 2d, and 
a winter term of sixteen weeks, commencing Nov. Ist. 

The summer and fall terms was taught by Miss Abbie S. Stevens, of this 
town. Miss Stevens is an experienced and successful teacher. Her sys- 
tem of instruction is very thorough, and the order maintained in the school, 
was almost unexceptionavle good. Particular attention was given to the 
spelling book, and reading lessons, which we think are too much neglected 
by many of our teachers. The proficiency and general appearance of the 
school at the closing examination, were highly creditable to both teacher 
and scholars. © 

The winter term was taught by Mr. J. W. H. Ames of Sanbornton Bridge. 
Mr. Ames is an energetic and faithful teacher, and the sehool appeared to 
make good progress in most of the branches taught. The instruction given 
in Arithmetic was particularly good, but in reading and spelling, the 
improvement was not so evident. The government. was tolerably good, 
although there was more whispering than their should be, in a well ordered 
school, r . ; 

One of the greatest obstacles in the way of improvement in our schools, 
is the irregular attendance of the pupils. The evil is more. seriously felt, 
under the modern system of teaching in classes, than it was formerly, 
‘when most ofthe scholars received separate instruction, We think that 
those parents who allow their children to be tardy or irregular in_ their at- 
tendance at school, and those who never visit the school themselves, should 
be the last to find fault with the teacher. 

Your committee would call the attention of parents to the subject of Pen- 
manship, which we think is too much neglected in our common shchools, 
Bat few of our teachers are qualified to give proper instruction in this im- 
portant branch, and if they were, we think it is next to impossible for any one 
to acquire a good style of penmanship, by merely practicing a short time, 
once or twice a week. We would suggest that our teachers be required to 
be better qualified in this respect, or else the introduction of some ays- 
tem of printed copy book, and a short daily exercise in writing, as the best 
means of improvement. 


STATISTICS. 
Whole number of scholars 49, 
Average attendance. 30, 
Length of school 32 weeks. 
Amount of money apportioned to the District, ~ $200, 76 
Amount of money expended $181. 


‘All which is respectfully submitted. 


LUCIEN JACKSON, Superintending Schoo! 
JOHN McLAUGHLIN,’S Committee of District 
: JOHN M. GOWDEY, No. 2. 
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REPORT 


Of the Superintending School Committee of District No. 15. in Claremont, © 


For the year ending March, 1859. 


At the annual meeting held March, 1858, pursuant to notice, the Somers- 
worth Act was adopted by vote of this district. The Selectmen appointed 
a Superintending School Committee of five members of said district, and, 
according to law, they would make the fellowing report: : 

Our school house is ina pretty good condition. It is well furnished with 
maps, black boards and thermometers. tag at 

We have had three terms of school this year, consiating of thirty five 
weess. . 

The Grammer School was taugst by Miss Mary A. Fay, of Weathersfield, 
Vt. the summer, fall and winter terms. The summer and fall terms were 
very good schools. The scholars made good progress. Fhe examination 
was a credityto themselves and an honor to their teacher. The winterterm, 


we are sorry to say, was not what we desired—owing probably to the Pru- 


dential Committee's hiring afemale teacher, and somewhat to their unwill- 
inguess to come under petticoat government, we suppose, for some of 
them left soon a'ter the school commenced. We consider Miss Fay a good 
teacher, but she failed in getting the good will of her scholars, and failed 
to govern them properly—although some of them passed a tolerably good 
examination at the close. We think she exerted herself to her utmost to 
get along with her school, but having some of her scholars leave her, ut had 
abad effect. We, however, impute her ill success more to prejudice against 
her, than to any other cause. She failed to get their good will. They 
were restless and uneasy, some of them, and manifested a dislike to her re- 
quirements. The winter term was not as profitable as the summer and fall 
terms. 

‘the Primary School was taught, the sammer and fall terns by Miss Chris- 
tina A. Nott, of this town. ‘The scholars made good improvement under 
her care, and she acquitted herself in a commendable manner. These two 
terms, we think, were as good as schools will average. 

The winter term of this school was taught by Miss Diantha G. Sargent, 
of this town, who is an excellent teacher. She is prompt and energetic. 
Her order is good, and the scholars made good proficiency. She will rank 
with our first class teachers, in our opinion. 

The amount of money apportioned this district is $374 09. Whole num- 
ber of scholars attending school two weeks and upwards the summer term 


in both. schools was 63—average attendance 50. The whole number of . 


scholars attending the fall term two weeks and upwards, 59—average at- 


-tendance 53. Whole number of scholars attending the winter term two 


weeks and upwards, 69—average attendance 46. 
Prudential Committee, George W. Fitch. 
. AH which is respectfully submitted. 


JONATHAN MINER; ) Superintending | 
“ROSWELL NOTT, School Commit- 
ALFRED TRACY, tee of Dist. 
CHARLES COTTON, ) No. 17. . 


